
CONGRESSMAN OLVER ANNOUNCES $200,000 GRANT TO FRANKLIN COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTER FOR PUBLIC DENTAL CARE
September 14, 1999

  

 WASHINGTON -- U.S. Rep. John W. Olver (D-First District) announced                today that the Community Health Center of Franklin County will receive                a $200,000 grant from the Bureau of Primary Health Care of the U.S.                Department of Health and Human Services.  The grant will be                used to establish the Dental Education, Network, Training and Service                (DENTAS) Project.              

Congressman Olver wrote letters of support to HHS Secretary Donna                Shalala  advocating for funding of the DENTAS Project on behalf                of the Franklin County Community Health Center.              

œOne of the major public health problems confronting Franklin County                is the lack of access to dental care, particularly among the uninsured,                under-insured and Medicaid eligible population,” Olver said.                 œThe DENTAS Project would create an innovative oral health infrastructure                in rural Franklin County by targeting key barriers to dental access                and education.”              

Among the project°s features are the establishment of a free and                sliding-scale dental clinic at the Health Center, dental screenings                in schools, farmworker camps and senior centers, and transportation                services to get people to their dental appointments.              

œRural communities across my district have a critical need for                accessible and quality health care,” Olver said. œImproved access                to dental care is critical to the overall health and well-being                of my constituents.”              

For more information on the DENTAS Project, please contact Sarah                Kemble at the Franklin County CHC at (413) 772-6157 ext. 108.             
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